THE CASTLE OF ALHAMA DE MURCIA. A DATE WITH HISTORY
The name of Alhama derives from the Arabic word
“al-Hamma”, meaning natural hot spring water, in reference to its thermal water which was known since
antiquity. It was used as a monumental thermal baths
from the Roman period and was built in the first century. A.D.
The first written references about this fortress date
back to the twelfth century, when the geographer
Al-Idrisi names it as Hisn al-Hamma (Castle of the
thermal bath), situated between Murcia and Almeria.
The Castle of Alhama is a fortress built in the Islamic
period in the late 11th century. The southern end of
the Castle Hill was remodeled in the feudal period.
It has two walled enclosures named the Lower and
the Upper areas. Access is via a path carved into the
rock which leads to the first entrance which was defended by a tower and loopholes.
Its strategic location overlooked the ancient route between Levante and Andalusia and among the great cities of the Andalusian period it included were Murcia
and Lorca.
Archaeological excavations have documented an important stage in the late Middle Ages above the Islamic structures with remains of houses, stables, latri-
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nes…, and ceramic material of daily life.
The space is organized along a main street onto which
opened the doors of the small houses from the 14th
and 15th centuries; and a tank for public use which
shows us how life was at that time in this border area.
The steeper and defensive Upper Area, about 1200
m2, was accessed through a tower with a very high
entrance. At the highest area is situated a three story
Tower Keep, with a high door as well, which is the
symbol of the feudal system and the last defensive
bastion.
On the ground floor an interesting set of mural paintings with geometrical and vegetable motives of the
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries is kept. It was perhaps linked to the changes which were made by the
Fajardo family, lords of the town since 1387.
The conquest of Granada Kingdom in 1492 meant a
new era of peace on the border and an economic and
demographic growth for the village of Alhama and its
castle, under the control of the Fajardo family. This led
to a growth in the population of the village to around
384 inhabitants by 1530.
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